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Now Offering Embryo Transfer Services!

Maximize the reproductive
potential of your herd by
implementing embryo
transfer. Artificial insemi-
nation technology maxi-
mizes the genetic potential
of high quality bulls, but
what about those superior
cows in your herd?

The average cow will pro-
duce 8-10 calves in her
lifetime. Is that enough?
Embryo transfer offers
producers the opportunity
to take full advantage of
their genetically superior
cows and get more geneti-
cally superior calves in

their herd.

Oster Clippers

*  Showmaster Variable
Speed $260

*  Shearmaster Single
Speed $235

*  Clipmaster Single Speed
$230

Potential donor cows
should be reproductively
sound, genetically superior
cattle at a reasonable
weight for their size and

level of milk production.
Cows that are obese ot too
thin will have reduced fer-
tility and decreased ovula-
tion rates.

Dr. Tony Sees of Sioux
Nation Ag Center-Scotland
is now offering a full line

Ravap gallons $69

Atroban quarts
$23.75

Coral 12.5# dust bags
$22

Ritchie Waterers 10%
off

of embryo transfer services
for beef and dairy cattle
including:

*  Flushing donor cows

*  Collection and grading
of embryos

*  Synchronization of
recipient cow

*  Implant fresh or fro-
zen embryos

*  Freezing and storage
of embryos

Dr. Sees is a member of
the International Embryo
Transfer Society.

For more information or
to schedule an appoint-
ment call 888-548-3744.

Hay Tarps 10% off

Tarps come in a variety
of sizes. Call ahead to
ensure availability.

Call the store or
your salesman for
details.
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Contact your
Senators and
Congresswoman
and voice your

opinion!

Stephanie Herseth

202-225-2801

Tim Johnson

202-224-5842

John Thune
202-224-2321

Swine Morsels XVII: Commentary on HIN1 and Other Novel Viruses

by Dr. Monte Fuhrman

| saw a trailer for the new
Harry Potter movie. There
apparently is an outbreak of
“swine flu” at Hogwart (the
school for the young appren-
tice magicians). The people
start to look like pigs. In addi-
tion, an Argentina swine herd
was recently found circulating
the HINI new variant. Epide-
miology has not found how
this herd was exposed or if it
is just a new infection. | saw a
WHO (World Health Organi-
zation) memo last week that
said they (WHO) is concerned
that the new HINI may re-
vert to increased virulence and
the pandemic score remains at
SIX (the highest rating for a
pandemic). | read an article
last week that stated the peo-
ple that are alive today and
survived the flu of 1918 are
immune to this new HINI
variant. This makes sense, as
the age of the current HINI
patients is similar to the age
group of victims of the 1918
strain. None of this bodes
well for our export opportuni-
ties in the USA. While ex-

ports are only down about 4-
5% for the year, they are re-
portedly down 34% last
month. None of these will
help our short term attempt
to educate the world on the
safety of eating wholesome
pork with no threat of con-
tracting influenza. None of
them will help the market for
USA raised pigs.

It reminds me of when parvo-
virus popped up in puppies in
1977. Previous to that time
there was no parvo disease in
canines. Then suddenly all
around the world puppies
began showing symptoms of
hemorrhagic diarrhea and
myocarditis. The virus just
kind of showed up every-
where. Do you remember
1988 and the appearance of
“Mystery Swine Dis-

ease” (PRRS)? This new dis-
ease started causing reproduc-
tive and respiratory disease in
pigs. It seemed to begin in
Europe, but strains of the virus
showed up that were entirely
different in North America.
Hence, epidemiology once

again could not definitely ex-
plain a “starting point”. Can-
ada has maintained a frozen
swine serum band (liquid ni-
trogen storage) since prior to
1970. Tests were run on se-
rums to see if and when PRRS
titers actually began to show
up. They found ELISA positive
samples all the way back into
the late 1970’s. Hence, the
virus was present and didn’t
cause clinical disease until the
late 1980’s. Why did porcine
circovirus begin causing dis-
ease in Europe in the mid
1990’s?

On the bright side, Russia
opened up pork imports yes-
terday from three states in the
USA. That is a good thing!
Pork is three times as expen-
sive in Russia as in the USA.
Russian pork producers are
making about $100 per head
according to Jim Long at
Genesus which he found while
traveling in Russia recently.
Pork demand is present in the
world. The world is just
scared of ours right now.

Obama Administration Seeks to Restrict Antibiotics

in Livestock

Jul 15, 2009 -

The Obama administra-
tion announced Monday
that it would seek to ban
many routine uses of
antibiotics in farm ani-
mals in hopes of reduc-
ing the spread of danger-
ous bacteria in humans.
In written testimony to
the House Rules Com-

mittee, Dr. Joshua Sharf-
stein, principal deputy
commissioner of food
and drugs, said feeding
antibiotics to healthy
chickens, pigs and cat-
tle -- done to encourage
rapid growth -- should
cease. And Dr. Sharf-
stein said that farmers
should no longer be able

to use antibiotics in ani-
mals without the supervi-
sion of a veterinarian.
Both practices lead to the
development of bacteria
that are immune to many
treatments, he said.

Full story online: http://
www.aasv.org/news/

story.php?id=3683
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